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Although the calen-
dar says it is still sum-
mer, for the Concordia 
Thunder Athletics de-
partment, Autumn ar-
rived on August 15th 
when both the Thun-
der Men’s and Wom-
en’s Soccer teams 
kicked off their respec-
tive training camps.

Thunder Soccer, 
Cross Country Run-
ning, Golf and Men’s 
Hockey will all have 
had tryouts, practices, 
training camps and/
or exhibition matches 
already before the rest 
of the student body 
has even sat down for 
their first class.  Thun-
der Athletics adminis-
tration has also spent 
the month of August 
ramping up for the 
explosion of activity 
that accompanies the 
start of each new ath-
letics season.  Once 
again boasting 12 
teams in 9 sports, Con-
cordia is tied with just 
one other institution 

as having the largest 
athletics roster in the 
ACAC; this in spite of 
being in the lower ½ 
of the league in total 
student population.

As always, Thunder 
Soccer will be the first 
teams to taste regular 
season action, kick-
ing off their seasons 
at home against King’s 
University on Friday, 
September 9th. The 
Thunder Women will 
take to the pitch at 
4 PM with the Men 
taking the field at 6.  
They will wrap up the 
home double-header 
weekend on Sunday, 
taking on their oth-
er crosstown rivals, 
the NAIT Ooks.  The 
Women will kick off 
at Noon with the Men 
following at 2 PM.  

On Saturday, Septem-
ber 10th, Head Coach 
Matt Norminton and 
his Cross Country 
Running team will dig 
in for the first Grand 
Prix of the season 
when they play host to 
the ACAC at Goldstick 
Park in east Edmon-
ton.  The Ladies Open 
5km will start at noon 

and the Men’s Open 
8km will start at 1pm.  
Finally, Men’s Hockey 
will also be compet-
ing that first weekend 
- albeit in exhibition 
play - with Coach Gle-
gloff and his troops 
hosting the MacEwan 
Griffins at Clareview 
Arena on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11th at 3:30.

Even with the start of 
their regular season 
action more than 6 
weeks away, Thunder 
Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball, Volleyball 
and Badminton will 
all begin their regu-
lar practice schedules 
right after Labour 
Day and will also have 
busy exhibition sea-
sons before starting 
regular season play.  
This leaves just Thun-
der Curling and the 
Winter semester-only 
sport of Indoor Track 
that will not be active-
ly engaged in practice 
and play by the time 
the curtain rises on the 
new academic year.

Two first semester 
highlights that are 
worth noting in this 
early going will be 

the Concordia Thun-
der Golf team hosting 
the ACAC Northern 
Regional tournament 
from September 23rd 
to 25th at the Raven 
Crest Golf and Coun-
try Club AND the 
biggest event of the 
Autumn; Thunder 
Women’s Soccer will 
host the 2016 ACAC 
Women’s Soccer 
Championships from 
October 28th to 30th at 
the field at Clareview.

All in all, it prom-
ises to be a very busy 
and very exciting Au-
tumn for Thunder 
Athletics and the de-
partment is looking 
forward to lots of sup-
port and enthusiasm 
from the CUE student 
body, staff and fac-
ulty.   GO THUNDER!

ATHLETICS
GEARING UP 
FOR 2016/17
by Scott Bancarz
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Cinq semaines; five 
weeks. Five weeks is all 
it took to learn invalu-
able life lessons and 
create unforgettable 
bonds with complete 
strangers. Explore is a 
bursary program open 
to all post-secondary 
students across Canada 
to learn French and im-
merse yourself into an 
entirely new culture to 
increase your ability to 
speak, comprehend, and 
write the language (I 
recommend you apply).

Going into the program, I 
had never been on a solo 
trip, nor have I ever been 
away from my friends 
and family for such an 
extended period of time. 
Naturally, I was incred-
ibly excited but also ner-
vous. How would I sur-
vive in an environment 
where I knew absolutely 
nobody? Uncertainty 
will get at even the best 
of us, and I tend to over-
think things; but once 
I arrived it all became 
such an organic process.

Immediately the boys on 
my floor and I all bonded, 
deeming ourselves “The 
Six on Six” (six of us on 
the sixth floor). We were 
incredibly fortunate to 
have met each other and 

ended up rooming right 
next to one another. That 
was just the beginning.

Sunday night before the 
program began most of 
the 192 students were in-
troduced to one another 
at a soirée. To my sur-
prise, every single person 
I met that night seemed 
incredibly genuine and 
kind. It dawned on me; 
we were all in the same 
situation: we knew no 
one here. This was a liber-
ating feeling, and I began 
inquiring about people’s 
origins and getting to 
know who they are. In 
this program a medley of 
Canadians ranging from 
the Atlantic to the Pacif-
ic gathered to embrace 
and discover the culture 
and language of Quebec.

And then the program 
began. Classes lasted 
four hours a day, five 
days a week. Other than 
that we had freedom 
(minus homework and 
the odd study session) 
to explore Quebec City. 

A couple days into the 
program one of my new 
friends Ammar pulls 
me aside and says some-
thing to the tune of, “Yo, 
in these five weeks we are 
family.” Originally I took 
this with a grain of salt, 
but the saying stayed 
present in my mind, 
eventually becoming in-
creasingly resonating.

He was right; we were 
family. We explored, 

studied, ate, and drank 
together. These indi-
viduals were omnipres-
ent; we were together 
for the majority of these 
five weeks. I expected 
to make friends, but 
what I didn’t expect was 
to develop such a pow-
erful, profound bond 
with so many students 
from across Canada.

As the program proceed-
ed each day presented a 
new opportunity to get 
to know each other and 
the city more in depth. 
I’ll never forget the rou-
tine we had; it was para-
dise. As previously stated 
we had class until noon, 
and afterwards freedom. 
For a few of us, the af-
ternoon meant heading 
straight to the PEPS Ath-
letic Centre at Laval for 
a pickup game of bas-
ketball and then a good 
workout at the world-
class facility. On the odd 
day we would hop on 
the Metro and head to 
Old Quebec, which is 
like walking into a differ-
ent moment in history.

For those who haven’t 
been, Old Quebec repre-
sents the earliest Cana-
dian settlements dating 
back to the 17th centu-
ry. Narrow cobblestone 
roads connect the city 
blocks and are filled with 
a plethora of history, cul-
ture, and artists. From 
an elegant harp playing 
on the corner to the in-
credibly talented paint-
ers, there is no shortage 

of art and culture inside 
the walls that surround 
Old Quebec. This makes 
it incredibly easy to sit 
back and enjoy the finer 
things in life. There is 
nothing overtly tangible 
about the aura bestowed 
upon you as you explore 
this region, however, it’s 
a feeling that can’t be 
mimicked or replaced.

Having this incredible 
environment at my dis-
posal was serene. Add 
in the fact that this trip 
sprouted several great 
relationships; Quebec 
and the Explore program 
has forever changed 
my life for the better.

Life is filled with unex-
pected twists and turns. 
As I write this article 
thinking back to my ex-
perience, I can still safely 
say I care immensely for 
the people I met. This is 
not sponsored content, 
this is how strongly I 
feel about this program. 
These five weeks were 
life-changing for me, 
and gave me a new per-
spective on society that I 
wasn’t able to have before. 
If you have five weeks 
free next summer, appli-
cations begin in October 
at www.myexplore.ca.

FROM THE
EDITOR

Les Cinq
Semaines
by Kayle Sieben

MUSIC
Welcome back, Concor-
dia! I hope that the sum-
mer treated you all well. 
To all you freshman out 
there, I hope that you 
have a blast this year 
and take some time to 
get involved with the 
clubs and events that 
this school has to offer!

I’ve decided that for 
this first issue (and my 
second Bolt article to 
date), I’d tackle a pret-
ty juicy topic. I’m sure 
that music is something 
all of us enjoy. It goes 
without saying that this 
form of art is an im-
portant part of any so-
ciety, and in our mod-
ern day, I would even 

go as far as to suggest 
that it is quintessential. 

When you think of mu-
sic, what comes to mind? 
Maybe you’re thinking 
of a favourite song. Per-
haps a genre or particu-
lar band comes to mind. 
We listen to music when 
we’re bored, happy, de-
pressed, angry, excited, 
and just about any other 
mood you can imagine. 
Why is that? Obviously, 
music is much more 
than just a cool tune, 
witty lyrics, or a sick 
beat. While there are 
songs we listen to just for 
fun, the tunes we absorb 
usually run a bit deeper 
than that. Beyond the 
auditory enjoyment as-
pect of a song, there are 
often emotional attach-
ments that come into 
play. The other day, I 
was listening to a few of 
my old playlists, and my 

13-year-old self ’s favou-
rite song came on. It was 
like I was travelling back 
in time—vivid memories 
of that period of my life 
flashed before my eyes, 
and very distinct mem-
ories surfaced out of no-
where. There are songs 
I simply cannot listen 
to anymore because of 
the painful memories 
associated with them, 
and on the other hand, 
there are specific songs 
I automatically listen to 
because of their ability 
to put me in my happy 
place. It’s incredible the 
amount of power that a 
simple chord progres-
sion can hold over us.

There are so many differ-
ent styles of music out 
there, so whether you’re 
into pop, indie, or deep, 
dark metal, there’s some-
thing out there for you! 
With the many ways 
music is made avail-
able to us—CD, radio, 
vinyl (my personal fa-
vourite), or mp3—music 
is more accessible than 
ever. I think we can all 
agree that music, what-
ever genre you’re into, 
is an enjoyable thing in 
itself. I can’t even count 
the amount of times I’ve 
locked myself into my 
room to listen to records 
or even just zoned out 
on the way to class with 
my earbuds in. It’s as if 
music understands us 
when all else fails, and 
while this may seem like 
a dramatic statement, 

it’s very relevant. There’s 
something to be said 
about being able to sit 
down and feel like your 
soul is being touched by 
the simple means of a 
few notes and approxi-
mately three minutes of 
your time. It’s impossi-
ble to imagine the world 
without music; have you 
ever considered what 
your favourite movie 
would be like if there 
were no soundtrack?

Did you know that there 
are legitimate benefits 
to sitting back and en-
joying an album? When 
I say that music makes 
me happy, it’s not just a 
statement coming from 
a Led Zeppelin-crazed 
twenty-year-old, be-
cause research proves 
that your brain releases 
dopamine when you’re 
listening to a song you 
like. If you’re not a sci-
ence nerd, dopamine 
is the “feel-good” neu-
rotransmitter, and if 
your brain is releasing 
a lot of it, you will ex-
perience excitement, 
happiness, and joy.

As your dopamine lev-
els rise with every min-
ute you spend jamming 

WHAT'S YOUR
SOUNDTRACK?
by Ester Latifi
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BREAKING
THE

SILENCE
There was a time in my 
life where I doubted every 
aspect of my existence. 
Was I cool enough? Was I 
too fat? Am I an asshole? 
Do people really like 
me? Am I even talented?

Nothing quite like self-
doubt. I’ve had a lot of ter-
rible thoughts, but nothing 
feels worse than having a 
perception that you’re just 
not good enough. People 
cast doubts upon you, and 
there isn’t always positive 
feedback in life’s moments. 
In many situations, you re-
ally only receive feedback 
when you do something 
wrong. With a weak opin-
ion of the self, this can 
be a troubling thought.

I used to thrive off of 
positive feedback. When 
people told me I did 
something well I clung to 
that feeling. On the oth-
er end of the spectrum, 
people’s words could take 
my ego from sky-high 
to rock bottom. Despite 
the odd compliment, my 
pride was not sustain-
able. There was no way I’d 

ever have consistent pride 
in myself with the poor 
habits I had developed.

I was aware I continually 
made poor decisions, but I 
felt like I couldn’t do any-
thing about it. Life was 
going downhill quickly, 
and I had no idea how 
to turn the ship around.

But then something hap-
pened; and this isn’t easy 
to speak about. It had 
finally reached a break-
ing point. The stress had 
boiled over, the depression 
and anxiety consumed 
me. My relationships were 
in the toilet, I had been 
neglecting my duties of 
being a decent human be-
ing. I looked in the mir-
ror at a lost soul, and all 
I could think was, “you 
are not good enough.”

I attempted suicide. Im-
mediately, regret sank 
in. I panicked and wor-
ried, tossing and turn-
ing, eventually fall-
ing asleep around the 
time night meets dawn.

What the fuck? I woke 
up. Why was I here? I 
shouldn’t be here. I re-
member feeling incred-

ibly blessed and humbled 
to have woken up after 
such a terrible decision. 
Life will never be easy, but 
I will never reach a point in 
my life again where I feel 
the need to call it quits. 
Hindsight really is 20/20.

That day will always be 
reflected upon as a focal 
point in my life. It com-
pletely changed my per-
spective on everything. I 
began working on myself 
from the inside out. Each 
day I would do something 
that would benefit myself, 
either short term or long 
term. I started working 
out regularly and eating 
healthier. I rid myself of 
unhealthy relationships 
while holding on to the 
ones who mean most. I was 
laying a foundation for 
a healthy human being. 
Each day, brick by brick, I 
would build a foundation.

Over a year later I look 
back and reflect upon the 
state of mind I was in. As 
scary as it is to think about, 
I’m glad it happened. I’m 
happy that my entire be-
ing was so shook that it 
changed my perspective 
to a friendlier, more posi-
tive outlook on life. How-
ever, I know individuals 
who attempt suicide won’t 
always be this lucky. I’m 
aware I may have defied 
odds to keep myself here.
Let my pain and suffer-
ing serve as a reference 
for you. Suicide is a per-
manent solution to a tem-
porary problem. Build 
yourself up from within, 

clean your life of toxic re-
lationships, and do tasks 
that fulfill you as a hu-
man being. This may not 
solve your problems, but 
will definitely allow life to 
seem more manageable.

I believe in you. I believe 
that you can overcome the 
adversity life will throw 
you way. I believe we are 
all capable of working 
through the issues that 
arise. It may not be easy, it 
may not come quickly, but 
if you dedicate yourself 
to empowerment, day by 
day, things will get easier.
A year ago I didn’t be-
lieve I was good enough. 
I didn’t think I was good 
enough to love and be 
loved, I didn’t think I was 
good enough to over-
come the problems which 
persisted in my life, and 
I didn’t think I was good 
enough to carry forward.

Today, I sit here writing 
for my beautiful school-
mates, old and new, with 
a brand new perspec-
tive. Not only am I good 
enough, not only are you 
good enough. We are sim-
ply amazing, every single 
one of us. The sooner you 
accept this fact, the sooner 
you can build that founda-
tion to carry you forward 
for the rest of your life.

GOOD ENOUGH
by Anonymous

to your favourite band, 
the stress hormone in 
your body, cortisol, ac-
tually goes down. So not 
only can music make 
you happy, but it also 
relieves you of stress—
which, as university 
students, is good news! 
Also, being able to make 
music has been shown 
to boost the immune 
system. Next time you 
feel like dancing around 
when your favourite 
song comes on, do it be-
cause it’s good for you!

As university students 
who are awkwardly 
stumbling around from 
class to class pretty 
much running on one 

cup of coffee to the next, 
you may have heard that 
music helps you sleep 
better—which is true! If 
you’re not into classical 
music, you might want 
to give Mozart another 
chance next time you’re 
having problems falling 
asleep at night, because 
studies have shown that 
students who listened 
to relaxing classical 
for around 45 minutes 
before bed slept bet-
ter than the students 
who did nothing dif-
ferent from their usual 
pre-shuteye routine.

Another pretty signifi-
cant benefit of music is 
that it has been shown 

to reduce depression. In 
a world where depres-
sion seems to be plagu-
ing more and more 
people, this is pretty 
big. Also, learning and 
memory are actually en-
hanced by listening to 
music, specifically posi-
tive or neutral-sounding 
music. This is super cool 
because music is being 
used to treat people with 
Alzheimer’s and oth-
er forms of dementia. 

Going back to the many 
different genres of mu-
sic out there, I’ve found 
that depending on my 
mood, listening to cer-
tain types of music has 
enhanced my mental 
state in ways I can’t even 
explain. If I’m angry, 
I tend to gravitate to-
wards the heavier stuff; 
if I’m elated, I’ll put on 
something that sounds 
as happy as I feel, and 
it’s cool being able to 
bump tunes that reflect 
what’s going on in my 
head, which also seems 
to help me tackle those 
feelings more effec-

tively. Music also helps 
people connect with 
other people in ways 
that may not have been 
possible in the absence 
of it. There’s absolutely 
nothing like talking to 
someone that shares 
your taste in music! I’ve 
connected with several 
of my closest friends 
over a discussion on 
our favourite bands.

There are so many other 
benefits to putting on 
a good playlist, but for 
now, I think it suffices to 
say that our world would 
be drastically different 
if the art of music did 
not exist. It’s more than 
mere enjoyment—it’s 
necessary. I always say 
that music is my drug, 
and I’m not kidding!

If you bump into me in 
the hallways this year, 
and if you’ve been crav-
ing some fresh new 
tunes, be sure to ask 
me for recommenda-
tions, because noth-
ing makes me happier 
than sharing happiness!
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FUN AND
GAMES

SHOW TIME!
Here’s what’s playing 
this week:

War Dogs
14A

Secret Life of Pets
G

Sausage Party
18A

Morgan
14A

Mechanic: Resurection 
14A

Pete’s Dragon
G

Kubo & the Two Strings 
PG

Jason Bourne
14A

Bad Moms 
14A

Don’t Breathe 
14A

Suicide Squad 
PG

fb.co/theboltnews @theboltnews @theboltnews

You might be wondering 
why you are seeing an article 
in a university newspaper 
that appears to be question-
ing the use of the Oxford 
comma, or serial comma, as 
it is also called. You might 
be asking yourself, “How can 
this be? Is the Oxford com-
ma not a form of superior 
grammar?” You might also 
be asking yourself “What the 
hell is an Oxford comma?” 
To those of you reading who 
do not know what an Oxford 
comma is, you are going to 
find out in your first-year 
English class or by reading 
this article. In short, it refers 
to the additional comma 
that is used before the words 
“and” or “or” when writing a 
list. Depending on the style 
that you are writing in, it is 
not always grammatically 
necessary. To those of you 
who are already familiar 
with the Oxford comma, por-
tions of this article may or 
may not be directed at you. 
I say this because of a trend 
that I have noticed in social 
media and popular culture. 
I have seen it on Facebook, 
Twitter, Tinder, Chitter and 
just about everywhere that 
people post things publicly; 
that trend is to arrogantly 
mock any person who does 
not use the Oxford comma. 
One of the reasons that the 
Oxford comma exists in the 
first place is to eliminate am-
biguities in writing. Consid-
er the following web comic.

Enter Oxford comma.

Now, all three objects are 
distinct. You are clearly 
understood. Life is good.
But wait, there is more!

If you write, “Introducing 
my research partners, Allen, 
and Bob.” An oxford comma 
is being used but it is not 
clear if there are more than 
three people or only two.

What the fuck Gram-
mar? Please stop.
None of this even takes into 
account situations where 
ambiguity is intentional. 
Irony is an example of this 
and is an important tool in 
satirical literature. Note that 
there are many ways to create 
clever ambiguities in writing 
that have nothing to do with 
the Oxford comma, I simply 
want to illustrate that ambi-
guity has a place in writing.

Now, it seems that I am flip-
flopping back and forth on 
the merits of the Oxford 
comma, however, the point 
that I am trying to make is 
not that you either should 
or should not use it. I am not 
concerned with that. My only 
advice there is that if your 
professor tells you to use it, 
for the love of Dog, use it. My 
point is that people need to 
stop being intellectual elitist 
knobs about it all. It is not the 
Lord’s grammar and the only 
people that it impresses are 
those that are already part of 
the whole inane circle-jerk.

TAKE YOUR OX-
FORD COMMA 
AND STICK IT UP 
YOUR COLON
by Matt Jacobs

OPINION

It illustrates how ambiguity 
arises without a serial com-
ma. While the ridiculous na-
ture of the comic is effective 
in showing the importance 
of the Oxford comma, it also 
has the unintended effect of 
showing why it is not always 
considered imperative. The 
comic seems to imply that if 
you do not employ the use 
of the Oxford comma that 
you are some kind of imbe-
cile that talks to their toast; 
However, you might start to 
wonder why it is that, in all 
of your years of telling peo-
ple about your breakfast, no 
one has ever assumed that 
you might be talking to your 
toast. The reason is that this 
illustration does not factor in 
the use of context to derive 
meaning. If you told some-
body that you had “eggs, 
toast and orange juice” for 
breakfast and they thought 
that you were talking to your 
toast, you would think that 
they are fucking clueless be-
cause there is probably no 
precedent for that scenario– 
that is part of the established 

context. If there is a prec-
edent for you talking to toast, 
that is a completely different 
issue that we will not explore 
here. However, you are not 
in university to write about 
your breakfast; you are here 
to write the opinions of your 
professors back to them con-
cisely, professionally, and ac-
cording to the proper format 
*cough*  I mean, you are here 
to expand your educational 
horizons while preparing to 
enter the workforce or some-
thing. Anyways, sometimes 
relying on context to be un-
derstood will not be good 
enough especially in aca-
demic writing. I will give you 
a less absurd example than 
the toast and orange juice: 

If you write “Introducing 
my research partners, Allen 
and my friend.” It is not clear 
whether or not Allen and 
your friend helped you with 
research or they are simply 
hanging out with your re-
search partners. In this case, 
an Oxford comma would 
clear up the confusion.
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And shouldn’t you 
know you’re in trouble 
when you actually think 
you have to do that to 
make sure you haven’t 
lost any audience mem-
bers along the way?  I’d 
also like the point out, 
that there is a scene 
near the end of the 
movie that would have 
benefited immensely 
from a short flashback 
to a scene we saw ear-
lier on at the beginning, 
but that never got in-
cluded of course.  I’m 
not totally convinced 
that anyone actually 
watched the final edit 
of the film before send-
ing it off to the theatres.  
Yeah, let’s distance our-
selves from that now 
and move on to how 
the whole concept of 
the protagonists being 
villains got messed up.

Behind all the technical 
issues and highly ques-
tionable plot decisions, 
the movie in itself is a 
great concept.  It’s about 
a group of villains who 
get rounded up by the 
government to go on 
missions that are too 
high calibre for normal 
government agents or 
the military, and that su-
perheroes won’t do be-
cause of predominantly 
moral reasons.  Or at 
least that’s what the 
Suicide Squad comics 
and movies/tv episodes 
were about.  Instead 
the movie turned out 
to be about a mission 

that really didn’t have 
any moral question on 
the part of the squad 
at all.  In fact, it pretty 
much turned them into 
heroes.  There’s even a 
line in the middle of the 
movie that you might 
recognize from the trail-
ers: “We’re bad guys, it’s 
what we do.”  In a simi-
lar vein to reusing foot-
age with a voiceover 
to explain the plot, the 
people in charge de-
cided that this movie 
needed a line of dia-
logue to remind the au-
dience that the protago-
nists are supposed to be 
bad guys.  Yup, subtle.  
Besides the throwaway 
line, that would even 
be mostly fine if these 
characters’ villainous-
ness wasn’t key to the 
entire DC universe at 
large.  How is an audi-
ence supposed to root 
for a hero like Batman 
or Wonder Woman or 
The Flash when they’re 
going toe to toe with 
villains who have so 
far done just as much, 
if not more good on 
screen than any of the 
heroes?  If DC doesn’t 
change this, they’ll flip 
the whole system on 
its head, and not in a 
way that makes us see 
the world from a new 
perspective, but just 
in a way that makes us 
feel dizzy and pass out.

Now I know I’ve said 
a long of bad things 
about the movie, but I 

will give it this: if you 
want something to zone 
out and watch for the 
sake of turning your 
brain off, Suicide Squad 
will serve you very 
well.  It’s high octane 
and big and explode-y.  
Critically and techni-
cally however, it’s just 
a steaming pile of ab-
solute garbage.  That 
is of course my opin-
ion.  But the worst part 
about it—the part that 
upsets me the most—is 
that it was almost great.  
The premise, the cast-
ing, the acting, the ef-
fects, the action, they’re 
all fantastic, but it’s all 
just fluff.  Without the 
substance of a good 
antagonist, cohesive 

editing, a streamlined 
plot, and a sense of cre-
ative responsibility on 
the part of the crew, it 
all falls flat on its face… 
then continues to fall 
down a Suicide Squad 
shaped hole in the 
ground in a fairly comi-
cal fashion until you re-
alize how sad it is then 
just start to feel bad.

Well that’s it for this 
review.  I can say with 
great confidence that 
the next one of these 
you see from me will not 
be nearly as harsh be-
cause nothing else can 
possibly deserve that 
harshness this much.  
So until then, I guess I’ll 
see you when I see you.



September, 2016

theboltnews.com

September, 2016

theboltnews.comPage Page5 6

SOME KIND OF 
MOVIE REVIEW FILM

about that—not that 
there’s much to spoil.

Let’s look at some of the 
positives first.  In order 
to do that, we’ll have to 
take a few steps back 
and start with some ex-
tremely broad strokes 
and smear some vase-
line on the lens a little 
bit.  Suicide Squad is 
definitely a movie.  An 
action movie even.  It’s 
also part of a very ambi-
tious push on the part 
of DC comics that a lot 
of people have worked 
on for quite a long time, 
trying to convince peo-
ple that they can handle 
a multi-film, multi-char-
acter, and multi-story 
universe just as well as 
Marvel does.  Another 
good thing is that Will 
Smith is in it.  That’s 
good.  Also, Joel Kinna-
man is in it, and if any of 
you watched that show 
“The Killing” on Netflix 
or AMC you probably 
liked him in that, so it’s 
good to see him again.  
It’s just a shame that he, 
Will Smith, and all the 
other great actors in the 
movie had to move on 
from their past projects 
where there was a cohe-
sive vision and a crew 
that knew what was go-
ing on… Hm, I guess 
we’re out of positives.

On that note, let’s dig 
into the meat of the 
film.  Suicide Squad 
does offer some great 
visual effects and excel-
lent performances from 

the cast, however that’s 
not enough to offset 
the excessive amounts 
of dead-end plots, the 
dismissal of even the 
illusion of continuity 
thanks to the absolutely 
jarring and barely co-
hesive editing, and the 
overall disregard for 
what the audience was 
expecting and want-
ing based on the source 
material the movie 
was meant to emulate.

Let’s start with the plot.  
Most people who saw 
the movie will likely 
know what I’m talking 
about when I say that I 
was confused for a good 
portion of the movie.  
I wasn’t confused by 
what was happening, 
but by why it was hap-
pening.  What Suicide 
Squad makes up for 
with hit-you-over-the-
head action scenes, it 
lacks in reasoning.  I 
have now seen the mov-
ie four times and there 
are still things I can’t 
explain about major 
plot points.  That’s not 
a good sign.  The initial 

incident is not the worst 
of these, but arguably 
should be the strongest 
plot point in any story.  
In Suicide Squad, the 
initial incident is best 
described as the fail-
ure of a lot of charac-
ters’ common sense on 
more than one occa-
sion, which allows the 
villain to rather leisure-
ly set up a doomsday 
plan all while in captiv-
ity.  This makes the best 
analogy for what went 
wrong a cheesy slasher 
movie where you know 
if those dang kids had 
their heads screwed on 
straight in the first place 
they could have avoid-
ed the whole situation.  
After that initial inci-
dent, there are arguably 
four or five plots going 
on at the same time in 
this movie, which some 

by Nick Clark
Explosions, witty ban-
ter and one liners, and 
a tragic backstory or 
two are key ingredients 
in many great feature 
films.  From deeply per-
sonal stories to gut-split-
ting comedies to high 
octane action, a well 
done film always leaves 
the audience want-
ing more.  So that begs 
the questions: When is 
there too much action?  
When is the verbal 
cheese too much?  How 
many simultaneous 
plots are too many?  De-
pending on execution, 
the effects of having a 
lot or a little of each of 
these things could vary.  
Sometimes this leads to 
disagreements among 
critics and even among 
audiences.  However, 
Suicide Squad has 
united many of these 
critics and savvy mov-
iegoers by refreshing 
our memories on where 
the bottom of the bar-
rel actually is.  That’s 
right, whether you saw 
the movie already and 
can’t quite put your 
finger on what was 
wrong with it, or if you 
haven’t and are wonder-
ing whether or not you 
should, hopefully this 
review gives you a bet-
ter idea.  I’ll be avoiding 
spoilers, so don’t worry 

films have made work, 
featuring different sets 
of characters, using 
flashbacks effectively 
to give them backstory, 
and then tying it all 
up at the end.  Suicide 
Squad did not make it 
work.  Plot #1 is the pri-
mary one which follows 
the Suicide Squad itself 
as they go through the 
city to reach the high 
value target they’re try-
ing to save.  Plot #2 is 
the Joker plot that hap-
pens in real time (may-
be?) alongside the pri-
mary plot.  Plot #3 is the 
backstory plot for Har-
ley Quinn told through 
flashbacks.  Plot #4 is 
the villain plot where 
we see what the antago-
nists are up to—sort of.  
Plot #5 could be consid-
ered part of the primary 
plot since it’s about the 
“big picture” of what’s 
going on, but I count 
it separately since you 
don’t actually find out 
what the “big picture” 
is until about 7/8ths 

of the way through the 
movie.  That’s a lot of 
plots and therefore a 
lot of jumping around.  
The saddest part is that 
they wrote themselves 
into a corner that would 
have only allowed them 
to cut the Harley Quinn 
backstory subplot if 
they wanted to cut 
something, and that’s 
the most well developed 
plot in the whole movie; 
so it makes sense that 
they left it in, however 
it can’t help but con-
tribute to the busyness 
of the movie.  Beyond 
being simply busy, this 
movie also fails to de-
liver any stakes over 
the course of any sto-
ryline.  Some characters 
do die over the course 
of the film, but it ulti-
mately doesn’t matter, 
partially because the 
deaths themselves are 
fairly meaningless and 
furthermore, some are 
kind of dumb.  Now I 
could probably go on 
about the failures of the 

plot for a long time, but 
those are the highlights.

Now let’s move on to 
continuity and pacing—
or rather the lack there-
of.  There’s been some 
buzz about the fact that 
there were two separate 
edits done on the film 
that were eventually 
just stitched together at 
the last minute and it 
really shows.  Here’s an 
example of a scene that 
I really hope was a vic-
tim of this weird mash-
up strategy: A short way 
into the movie, our anti-
heroes are all on board 
a helicopter on the way 
to… well the plot I guess, 
or at least one of them.  
That helicopter prompt-
ly gets shot down by a 
flurry of high calibre 
bullets, which is par 
for the course in an ac-
tion flick.  However 
this crash has a unique 
mystery surrounding 
it that not many action 
movie crashes have: 
Who shot it down?  We 
literally never find out 
who shot down the he-
licopter in the course of 
the entire movie.  This 
would be less of a big 
deal if the crashing of 
that helicopter was just 
one of those little speed 
bumps in a movie that 
delay the protagonists 
from advancing for a 
little bit, but this crash 
is the whole reason 
that 80% of the movie 
happens.  I know some 
people who missed that 
little detail when they 

went to see the movie 
and honestly I can’t 
blame them because 
they were probably too 
distracted by all the 
other stuff that was go-
ing on at the same time.  
There are a few other 
smaller examples like 
this, but I think you get 
the picture.  The pacing 
is another weird thing 
that may have suffered 
as a result of the edit-
ing mashup but may 
have also been just bad 
technique.  Sometimes 
this movie flies along, 
introducing characters 
left and right, blowing 
stuff up, and montag-
ing around all over the 
place.  Then some other 
times the movie gets 
caught up in a com-
pletely senseless fire-
fight for way too long 
and then crawls along 
so slowly after that, 
that they have to have 
one character confront 
another and force him 
to explain the plot of 
the movie up until that 
point because the audi-
ence forgot what was 
happening.  Also ap-
parently someone with 
enough clout to make 
it happen, decided that 
there needed to be a 
flashback during that 
scene that’s not even a 
flashback to anything 
we haven’t seen already, 
but rather just playing 
back a few minutes of 
the movie we’ve already 
seen with a voiceover.  
WHAT?  Who thought 
that was a good idea?  


